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COMPROMISE - COMPROMISE - COMPROMISE
EXODUS 4: 22,23

Exo 4:22,23 ) And thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, Thus saith the LORD, Israel is my son, even my firstborn: And I say unto thee, Let my son go, that he may serve me: and if thou refuse to let him go, behold, I will slay thy son, even thy firstborn.

A. The dictionary defines the word {COMPROMISE} as follows: "A settlement of differences which each side makes concessions.

B. Now, compromise in many area of life is wise – I t can save a lot of difficulties. When the wife has the skillet in her hand and is holding it like a samurai warrior - it pay for the husband to say, "Now, I am beginning to see your point of view, dear."

C. So, compromise will work in many area of our lives but as a child of God we can never compromise with the devil. A compromise with the devil is a victory for the devil and a defeat for the child of God.

D. The text reveals a wonderful truth about the dealing of God with Israel. Did you notice the singular of [SON] - [FIRSTBORN]. The dealing of God with the nation of Israel is the same way He deals with one child of God.

E. The Book of Exodus give us some wonderful parallel pictures of our life.
1. Egypt is a type of the world system.
2. Pharaoh is a type of Satan.
3. The nation Israel typifies a single child of God. [My Son].
4. The bondage is typical of the bondage sin has put man under.
5. God’s deliverance of Israel from Egypt is a type of our Salvation from Sin.
6. The way that Pharaoh deals with Moses is an exact parallel to the way Satan works on a child of God.

T/S THERE ARE 4 COMPROMISES PHARAOH WANTS TO MAKE WITH MOSES THAT IS THE SAME COMPROMISES THE SATAN WANTS US TO MAKE WITH HIM TODAY.

The devil know that he has lost those that are saved from the bondage of Egypt and can never keep them there any longer but he also know that if he can get them to make certain compromises that:
1. They will not be effective for God .
2. They will have no joy in their salvation.
3. They will have not influence any other person in Egypt to come out.

I. FIRST COMPROMISE - GO AHEAD AND SACRIFICE BUT STAY IN EGYPT TO DO IT.

Exo 8:25-27 (KJV) And Pharaoh called for Moses and for Aaron, and said, Go ye, sacrifice to your God in the land. And Moses said, It is not meet so to do; for we shall sacrifice the abomination of the Egyptians to the LORD our God: lo, shall we sacrifice the abomination of the Egyptians before their eyes, and will they not stone us? We will go three days’ journey into the wilderness, and sacrifice to the LORD our God, as he shall command us.

THE LIVING BIBLE HAS A GOOD PARAPHRASE:
Exo 8:25-27 (TLB) Pharaoh hastily summoned Moses and Aaron and said, "All right, go ahead and sacrifice to your God, but do it here in the land. Don’t go out into the wilderness." But Moses replied, "That won’t do! Our sacrifices to God are hated by the Egyptians, and if we do this right here before their eyes, they will kill us. We must take a three-day trip into the wilderness and sacrifice there to Jehovah our God, {JUST} as he commanded us."

A. What was the compromise? Go ahead be religious but don’t get out of the world to do it. You can sacrifice to God just stay in Egypt. You can hold on to God with one hand and the world with the other. 

B. Just having a form of Godliness but denying the power.

C. The world is very religious today. There is just no real deliverance. They stay in Egypt. There is nothing - nothing in Egypt that God can use.

D. Let us make no mistake about it. The true sacrifices of God are hated by the people of the world. What kind of sacrifice are we to offer?:
1 Pet 2:5) Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.

Rom 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.



II. SECOND COMPROMISE: GO, BUT DON’T GO VERY FAR.
Exo 8:28 (KJV) And Pharaoh said, I will let you go, that ye may sacrifice to the LORD your God in the wilderness; only ye shall not go very far away: entreat for me.

A. Other words, Go ahead and serve God but don’t get real serious about doing it. Don’t get to far away just in case this Christianity thing don’t work you can come running back to the world. 

B. Demas hath forsaken me having loved this present world. He came out but not to far so he could go running back again.

C. Israel got out a little ways and some wanted to go back to eating the Leaks and Garlic.





III. THE THIRD COMPROMISE: GO - BUT DON’T TAKE YOU CHILDREN WITH YOU.
Exo 10:8-11 (KJV) And Moses and Aaron were brought again unto Pharaoh: and he said unto them, Go, serve the LORD your God: but who are they that shall go? And Moses said, We will go with our young and with our old, with our sons and with our daughters, with our flocks and with our herds will we go; for we must hold a feast unto the LORD. And he said unto them, Let the LORD be so with you, as I will let you go, and your little ones: look to it; for evil is before you. Not so: go now ye that are men, and serve the LORD; for that ye did desire. And they were driven out from Pharaoh’s presence.

A. Other words, Go, but don’t take your family with you. The family is in desperate trouble today. Many, Many who are saved live in families that are far from being godly. Many, Many fathers who are suppose to be the head of their home are themselves trying to live for the Lord but are allowing the devil to keep their children and their families.

B. The family is the basic building block of society. It is the building block of the church. You will never have a strong church until you have strong Christian families.

C. I love what Joshua said, "As for me and I family, we will serve the Lord.
D. The Philippine jailor was saved and his family.
E. Train up a child in the way.





IV. THE FOURTH COMPROMISE: GO, BUT DON’T TAKE YOU POSSESSIONS OUT OF EGYPT.
Exo 10:24-26 (KJV) And Pharaoh called unto Moses, and said, Go ye, serve the LORD; only let your flocks and your herds be stayed: let your little ones also go with you. And Moses said, Thou must allow us also sacrifices and burnt offerings, that we may sacrifice unto the LORD our God. Our cattle also shall go with us; there shall not an hoof be left 
behind; for thereof must we take to serve the LORD our God; and we know not with what we must serve the LORD, until we come thither.

A. Serve God but not with you substance - material things. 


CONCLUSION: THEN THE BLOOD WAS APPLIED.
Exo 12:12,13 (KJV) For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD. And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt.


DANGEROUS COMPROMISES
 
Ephesians 4:27 (NIV, NIRV, TNIV, KJV) 


 

DANGEROUS COMPROMISES
“And do not give the devil an opportunity.” Ephesians 4:27 NASB

The compromises Pharaoh submitted to Moses are basically the same compromises that the devil submits to God’s people today. Satan realizes that if he can get the children of God to compromise what God has commanded them to do, ultimately he will gain an advantage and defeat them. Having received the Lord’s command, we must not alter the course one iota. Notice:


I. THE FIRST COMPROMISE PUT FORTH BY PHARAOH:
“And Pharaoh called for Moses and for Aaron, and said, “Go ye sacrifice to your God within the land.’ Exodus 8:25

MOSES’ RESPONSE:
“But Moses said, ‘It is not right to do so… We must go a three day’s journey into the wilderness and sacrifice to the Lord our God as He commands us.” Exodus 8:26a – 27


II. THE SECOND COMPROMISE PUT FORTH BY PHARAOH: 
“ And Pharaoh said, ’I will let you go, that you may sacrifice to the Lord you God in the wilderness: only you shall not go very far away.” Exodus 8:28

MOSES’ RESPONSE:
“Indeed I am going out from you…But let Pharaoh not deal deceitfully anymore in not letting the people go to sacrifice to the Lord.” Exodus 8:29.


III. THE THIRD COMPROMISE PUT FORTH BY PHARAOH: 
“So Moses and Aaron were brought back to Pharaoh, and he said to them, “Go, serve the Lord your God! Who are the ones that are going?” Exodus 10:8. “Not so! Go now, you who are men, and serve the Lord…” Exodus 10:11

MOSES’ RESPONSE: 
“We shall go with our young and our old: with our sons and our daughters, with our flocks and our herds we will go, for we must hold a feast to the Lord.” Exodus 10:9


IV. THE FOURTH COMPROMISE PUT FORTH BY PHARAOH: 
“Then Pharaoh called to Moses, and said, “Go, serve the Lord” only let your flocks and herds remain. Even your little ones may go with you.” Exodus 10:24

MOSES’ RESPONSE 
“But Moses said, ‘You must also let us have sacrifices and burnt offerings, that we may sacrifice to the Lord our God. Therefore, our livestock, too, will go with us; not a hoof will be left behind, for we shall take some of them to serve the Lord our God.” Exodus 10: 25-26


V. THE VICTORY THAT COMES WHEN WE REFUSE TO COMPROMISE:
“Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron at night and said, “Rise up, get out from among my people; and go, worship the Lord, as you have said. Take your flocks and your herds, and go.” Exodus 12: 31-32


Commitment
 
1 Thessalonians 3:8 (NIV, NIRV, TNIV, KJV) 


 

Commitment
“A Term That Has Seemingly Become Obsolete”

What is commitment?
An engagement or pledge to do something, An unreserved devotion, bound to stand fast or hold in place.

We live in a self-serving, throwaway, live-for-the-moment, do-what-feels-good, society.

Typically, the only commitments made these days are those that are personally beneficial.

Commitments that are made are typically to worldly things. Things outside of God’s economy.

A commitment is more than a mere contribution.

1Thes 3:8 For now we live, if you stand fast in the Lord.
 Paul writing to the church describing the( fulfillment of his life in their commitment to the faith.
 We also really( begin to live, when we live a life that is committed.

Are You Committed To The Essential Things?

Are you committed to building a relationship with Jesus?
 Phil 3:8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the( excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ
 1( Pet 2:7 Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to those who are disobedient, "The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone,"
 1 Cor 2:2 For I determined not to know anything among you( except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.

Are you committed to overcoming sin?
 To serve God you must be committed to overcoming sin.(
 To overcome( sin you must absolutely want it out of your life.
 Psa 37:1-5(
 Prov( 25:28 Whoever has no rule over his own spirit is like a city broken down, without walls.
 Rom 12:9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil.( Cling to what is good.
 Ps 101:3 I will set nothing wicked before my eyes; I( hate the work of those who fall away; it shall not cling to me.
 Prov 8:13( The fear of the LORD is to hate evil; pride and arrogance and the evil way and the perverse mouth I hate.

Are you committed to your marriage?
 A( covenant is the highest form of commitment.
 1 Pet 3:1-7(
 Heb 13:4( Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but fornicators and adulterers God will judge.
 Prov 18:22 He who finds a wife finds a good( thing, and obtains favor from the LORD.
 In Malachi dealing treacherously( with your spouse was one of the things that ticked off God.
 A lack of( commitment to our marriage will break down everything else in our spiritual walk.

Are you committed to your children?
 A high-level of commitment( is required to raise godly children.
 Due 6:4-7(
 Eph 6:4 And you,( fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.
 Prov 22:6 Train up a child in the way( he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.
 This is the( kind of commitment that impresses God.

Are you committed to your ministry?
 To serve God you must be committed to His will for your( life.
 If you want to fulfill your purpose, you must be committed to( it.
 2 Tim 4:5 But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the( work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.
 When we are committed to our( ministry, miracles begin to operate in our lives.

I am reminded of a story about a group of ministers who were considering bringing Dwight L. Moody to town to preach. Rev. Moody’s great successes as well as the profound miracles that followed his meetings were discussed. 

One minister who was unimpressed with the report commented, “Does Dwight L. Moody have a monopoly on the Holy Ghost?”

Another quietly answered, “No, but the Holy Ghost seems to have a monopoly on Dwight L. Moody.”

Commitment is more than contribution. - Take the matter of bacon and eggs. The chicken makes a contribution, but the pig, now he makes a commitment.

God is looking for people he can trust, people that are committed.


Five Levels of Commitment to Jesus
 
Mark 1:16 (NIV, NIRV, TNIV, KJV) 


 

Let me ask you this: How many levels of commitment are there to Jesus? What are the different levels of people’s commitment to Jesus? 

I want you to look with me at the ministry of Jesus, and see 5 particular levels of commitment that people gave him. 

Level 1
Mark 1:16 And as He walked by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen.

Characteristics: No commitment to Jesus.

WHAT JESUS SAYS TO THIS LEVEL:
John 1:39 He said to them, "Come and see." They came and saw where He was staying, and remained with Him that day...
Mark 1:17 Then Jesus said to them, "Follow Me...”

Level 2 
Matthew 13:2 And great multitudes were gathered together to Him, so that He got into a boat and sat; and the whole multitude stood on the shore.

Characteristics: Committed to hearing about Jesus.

WHAT JESUS SAYS TO THIS LEVEL:
John 6:47 "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me has everlasting life.”

Level 3
John 7:31 And many of the people believed in Him...
John 10:42 And many believed in Him there.

Characteristics: Committed to a relationship with Jesus.

WHAT JESUS SAYS TO THIS LEVEL:
John 8:31 ¶ Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed.

Level 4
Matthew 17:19 Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said,
Matthew 18:1 ¶ At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying,
Matthew 19:23 ¶ Then Jesus said to His disciples,
Luke 6:13 And when it was day, He called His disciples to Himself;

In other words, they were SPENDING TIME WITH JESUS. . . they were having private times of conversation with him, listening to him, living according to his words. . . 

Characteristics: Committed to growing with Jesus.

WHAT JESUS SAYS TO THIS LEVEL:
John 21:17 He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?" Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, "Do you love Me?" And he said to Him, "Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You." Jesus said to him, "Feed My sheep.

Level 5
Mark 3:14 Then He appointed twelve, that they might be with Him and that He might send them out to preach,

Characteristics: Committed to serving others because of Jesus.

WHAT JESUS SAYS TO THIS LEVEL:
Mt 28:19 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

I call these 5 levels: 
Community - 
Crowd - 
Congregation - 
Committed - 
Core - 


EXCELLENCE #4 - Commitment
 
Luke 14:25-14:35 (NIV, NIRV, TNIV, KJV) 


 

Commitment To Excellence - Part 4
Commitment
Luke 14:25-35

I. C - Challenge of commitment
·(Josh 24:15) And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; … but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD. And the people answered and said, God forbid that we should forsake the LORD, to serve other gods;
·(1 Ki 18:21) And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. 

II. O - Outcome of commitment
·(Psa 37:5) Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass.
·(Prov 16:3) Commit thy works unto the LORD, and thy thoughts shall be established.

III. M - Model of commitment
·(1 Chr 29:5) Who then is willing to consecrate his service this day unto the LORD?
·(2 Tim 4:6-7) For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:

IV. M - Mandate for commitment
1. Commit your personal relationships to Him. He MUST come first!
·(Luke 14:26) If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.
·(Col 1:18) That in all things he might have the preeminence.

2. Commit your personal desires to Him. Selfishness, self-centeredness, self-will, self-determined goals, & self desires must be nailed to His cross.
·(Luke 14:27) And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.
·(Rom 12:1) I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

3. Commit your personal possessions to Him. Clinging tightly to personnel possessions will at some point pull you away from Christ.
·(Luke 14:33) So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.
·(Mat 6:24) No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.
·(Prov 3:9-10) Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase: So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.

V. I - Implications of commitment
1. Evaluation is a must
·(Psa 139:23) Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:

2. Repentance is anticipated.
·(2 Cr 7:10) For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.

3. Change is expected
·(James 1:22) But be ye doers of the word and not hearers only. 

VI. T - Time for commitment
·(Rom 13:11) And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed.
·(2 Cor 6:2) Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.
·(Eph 5:16) Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.
·(Col 4:5) Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time.
. (Heb 4:7) To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts.


